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Publlshed nor..i
f o r  i t s  sons

anC then at  Douglas,  l ' { ic ' . lgan,
l n  the  Serv l ce .  " i o .  6 .

We had a ivhlte Christmas antl a cl-amp ITew Yearrs anC by rd-ampt

$re Cont t  mean a lcohol lc .  A1 LunCberg sa id i t  snowecl  c lur lng 20
o f  t he  f l r s t  24  days  l n  December  ( ce r ta in l l 'we  haC p len ty  o f  i t )
then along carne a January 

' tharv 
anC some Apri l  sholers and boy,

vr l ra t  a  messl  gut  that rs  a l l  behlnd"  us now -  fev t races of  the
s]ush and snow are le f t  -  and werre of f  to  a new star t  on winter
ancl a big nehr year. We hope lt  r^1111 be a happy one for al l- of
you -  happy,  f lght lng and v ic tor lous.

i l lews reache: l  us on December 20th that  the f l rst  issue of  The
Dope (pub l i shed Oct .  15 th)  had ar r i ved  1n  the  $outh  Pac i f ie .  As
far as 1{o ear l  learn,  no salutes }rere f l red and no batt les were
postponed -  but  we got a k ic lc out of  1t  just  the sar l lee

And on December 28th i ' , 'e recelved the f o}lo'rlng letter fronr Capt.
8111 Tlsdale,  rvr i t ten ' tsome'hrhere ln Austral la"  on December lOth:
"Dear Edi tor :  Recclvecl  m;r  f l rst  copy of  The Dope this mornlng
and,. , ras very plcase: l  to get 1t .  I t  ls  n lce to get nei , is  f rom the
o lC home anC learn  i " lha t  has  happcned to  the  boysoo.o .  I {ave  no t
seen any  o f  the  (Doug las)  Uoys  ovcr  hero  fo r  severa l  nonthso.  o  '
I  celebrated. the f i rst  annlversary of  ?ear l  Harbor by complet ing
m)'s lxth monih in t l : .c  hospi ta l  on that i -ate.  Am lrelL on the road
to recovcry anC have cvcr1- hope of  regaining ful l -  use of  my anlc le.
Wishing you anc',. all reaciers of The Dope a ve rJI happy ne'u'f year".
Tha"nks, Captaln.  l . Ie ' re al l  pul l ing for  that  antrc le and a blg
1943 t,o Jrou.

' r la l l le  Wi l l iams got  a  card f ron i  Steve Mi f  lar  recent ly  ( f  rorn Camp
EnC.icotL, Rrod.e Islancl) saylng that h1s ner'r aCC-ress vras care of
F lect  Postmaster ,  Ncw Yor i< Cl ty .  Just  as we were p ic tur lng Steve
somewrr .ere on the co ld At lant ic ,  a long caJne another  carC,  f rom
Ch:cago ,  say lng  he  was  on  h i s  way  bu t  no t  say ing  where .  f t ' s  a l l
pret ty  ber , , r i lder ing to  us country  fo lhs,  but  a t  least  wc knoi^r
S t cve t s  on  t he  movo r

And Lawrence Shumaker, breezlng ln from Norfolk on Chrlst inas Eve
anC stay lng less than 24 hours,  announced t i :a t  h ls  new adCress
a lso  i s  F lee t  Pos tmas te r ,  Ne . , r  Yo rk .  T l t a t r s  p re t t y  f as t  t " i o rk  fo r
a boy wi :o  Jn lneC the l lavy only  s lx  weeks aSO.



The fol lowlng excerpts are f rom a Letter f roni  Ev Th.omas, wr i t -
len to his mother f rom "somer. ;here in Ner,r  Gulnea":  "Now r rcnow
what  they  mean b ; ;  a  Gu lnea P lg , i . .  p lease i l r ink  nobh ing  o f  i t
i f  my le t te rs  a re  covered-  w l th  f lnger  p r in ts  e tc .  .oBu i  th ings
are  no t  bad and persona l ly  I  have i t  p re t ty  gooCn.nThe o ther -
nlght I  f  e1t  somethlng bi te me on the elbow wh1le I  was in tbe,1t  .
I ' ' l  q o h ' l n c r  ^ n  m \ /  ' i  i  c h f  T  f a r r r l {  a  b l a C l i  W i d O W  S D 1 : . - e f  S i t t , . i n c .  r v h e r e rv r r  I r J  & * L } r v  +  f  v u t l J  q  u l c a u r l  w  I _  u J j t t 5  f { t r E l  g

my elbow had been. I t ,  wastnt  a very blg splCer,  but  b ig enough..
r  rushed to the i r {ecics,  where they calmly paintec my ar.n wi th
iod . lne  anc  sa lc l  they  were  a f ra ld  r  wou l i i  l i ve ,o . .  r t  pa inec  me
for  about  35  hours ,  o therw ise  no  i l }  e f fec ts ,  , .A l read.y  I  have
plcked up var lous odd ancl  sundr}r  cur los wl th lvhlch to c lut ter
up  t i :e  houge.  These na t lves  ere  rea l1y  b lack ,  qu l te  f r ienCly ,
and  w111 seL l  a i r y th lng  fo r  f i ve  to  ten  t lmes  i t s  wor th . . . , .
Havernt  seen any of  the (Douglas) gang for a few d.ays but al l
hrere well anC happy at, last reportt ' , Ev al"so sent, a photograph
(o f  h le  new g l r l  ln  Aus t ra l la ) -on  the  bac lc  o f  wh lch  he  had- 'n r r i t -
ten :  "Dear  Censor :  f s rn t  sho  J"ove ly?"  I t  cane th rough a l l  r ign t ,
probably because she was.

Two more for Douglas:  Orvl l le M1l1an entereC the Army oi t  Dec,
28th, reporting for ciuty at Camp Grant; a"nd. Charles Dailey has
been commlss ioneC a  L ieu t .  J .G.  1 r r  the  Coast  GuarC,  repor t ing
at Toled.o during the wlnter months and, aboard- hls ehLp on the
lakes dur ing the summer.  Congratulat ions,  boys an, '1 our hats
are of f  to your plucky wlves.

We Lrac' i  a letter from 8111;" Goshorn last r$eokr noi, 'r  at t l : .e new
aer ia l  Gunner  Schoo l  i n  La reCo ,  Texas .  8111y  wr i t c ,e  as  fo l l ows :
"Thanks for  sencl ing me The Dope.  I t rs  sr^1el1 to  l tnow how the fo l l is
aL homc are ancl  ho ' ,v  my buCCles of  peacefu l  c l .ays are help ing to
w in  th ie  war . . .  o  Th l s  i s  a  b ranC new gunner  schoo l  an iL  rue  rea l l y
have  t o  geb  on  t he  beam anC  s tudy " " .  Go t  93  1n  ou r  f i r s t  t es t ;
made  me  fee  I  p rc t t y  goo - ' 1 " .  o , . cou t : so  l -as ts  f  i ve  wee lcs " , , ' i d i 11  come
n r r ' l ' .  q  1 r l l r l r f - Sergeant. fhen I hope to 6ot rigirt over there in
the  th ic l c  o f  i t . "oo  Say  he I1o  to  a l l .  the  boys  fo r  ine" "  Doug las
1s  prouC.  o f  you ,  B i1 ly i  an4 wetL l  sure  be  v ra tch ing  your  beam"

Thls lssue of  Thc Dope is  mal lc . . l .
Se rv l ces  th rough  the  generos i t y

to al l  Douglas men in the
of Mro ancl  Mrs.  George Durham.

Fiave you hcard about
food,  a t  th ls  camo 1s

the roolcLe who wrote
abso lu te  po lson.  AnC

hone  to  no thc r :  "The
such  smaf l  po r t i ons " ,



Excerpt from a recent letter from Ev Bekken in l ' ;-erv Caled-onia:
' l i  

" r r ipoue 
the two towns (Saugatuck and Douglas)-  are pret ty. lve 'L l

Uuttonld up. Gosh, there ca4' t  ne anybody ]ef t  there noi*  buL
o l -d  nen and c r lpp ies" .  Youtd  be  amaled ,  EV,  &L what  some o f
these olc l  guys are gett lng alvay t ' r l th"

We had a v ls i t  wl th Mrs.  Joe Sabo recent ly and plcked up some
new6 about Matt .  f t  rs Sergeant l i {at t  now and, wlrat  :  s f  ar  more
lmpor tan t ,  i t rs  Sgt .  and Mrs .  Mat t .  Mrs"  Sabo is  the  fo rmer
Montye Sue Wood of  Nashvl l le,  Tennessee, rnrhere l " ta, t t  has been
stat loned for some months as inst , ruetor ln mechanlcs and maln-
tenance at ,  Berry F1e1d. Congratulat lons,  b18 boy, and al l  the
bes t  to  bo th  o f  you  f rom Doug las .

The Commerc ia l -Record .  scooped.  us  on  Gene B ie le r rs  opera t ion ,
but aL last  report  Gene was sl t t lng up in bed ancl  c la.nor lng for
food.  l r le  € {uess  every th lng ts  O.K.  w i t ,h  the  b ig  fe l low '

And F loyd  Thomas had a  hosp l ta l  sess lon  la te1y- ; .  s inus  t roub le .
Tommie ' "s  p r inc lpa l  concern ;  however ,  was  tha t  h is  ou t f i t  m lgh t
hightal f  i t  for  Afr lca D.nd Leave him f lght lng the war i t :  bed.

We got a first-hand gllmpse of the Army, last weel'c ', ' then our
brof ,her- in* law, Pvt"-Johnnle Mu"rphy of  Truax Fleld,  i ' f i -ocorts in,
spent  a  Chr is tmas ho l lCay  w i th  us . -  The army appe l i te  was no t
plr t icular ly notable,  thbugh ln no way dlsappoint ing;  bul ,  the
ir*y capacl iy for  cont inuoi l .s s lumber i . Ias almosf unbel le ' reable.
in bur bplnlbn that Pr ivate rvould be sleeping yet 1f  h is lea"ve
hadr not exPired.

Flash:  Jack Porr rers ,  o f  the Cro iv  Bar  in  Saugatuc l<,  ha!  ar r ived
somewhere 1n Nor th Afr ica,  and Jac[  Cobb,  former ly  of  Douglas,
is  ln  Fren.ch l , forocco.  Look out  now'  ; rou Wops ancl  Hein ies.

f /SSt .  Max Campbe l l  sure  had some v is i to rs  recent ly :  h ls  fa ther
ani l . "mother,  i r f r "  and l ' { rs.  Alec Campbel l ,  and his three slsters,
Jean, Betty Ruth and. Itary Jane. The Camp-be1ls spent three weelcs
in  Aus i in ,  Texas ,  no t  fa i .  f rom Camp Swl f t ' , there  l iax  i s  loca tec1"
The."; report everything f ine dor,,in there (goU Dempster- to the con-
irai"y-) ivith Max lrealt[y ar,nd happy and r"torking, hard.-]{ax had been
scheb,ulec. ,  to at tencl  Tebhnical  School  ln Detroi t  ear ly in Decem-
bor,  but  one of  h is budCles came down with lhe mumps, so iv iax

Sot  quarant lne  ins tead.

No bas i te tba l l -  s ince  our  las t  i ssue.  | lex t :  S t '  Joseph,  N luskegon"

So long,
H.  S .  K .


